
Mixed Greens is thrilled to present work by Kim Faler,  
Stacy Fisher, and Joan Linder in the exhibition Functional 
Shift. Whether you believe art’s function is dedicated to 
communication, social inquiry, political change, healing, or 
entertainment, the goal of many artists is to inspire viewers 
to stop for a moment and see the world in a new way— 
to shift perspectives slightly. All three artists in this exhibi-
tion use familiar, functional objects to recalibrate the 
viewer’s expectations. 

In her sculptural installations, Kim Faler purposefully 
introduces shifts in context, material, and perspective to 
facilitate the transformation of familiar objects, allowing 
them to break apart. Upon first glance, her pieces are items 
from our everyday lives, hung, placed, or strewn in familiar 
disarray. However, upon closer inspection, the items are 
crafted from unconventional materials, drawing attention to 
seams, irregularities, a-symmetries, and relationships we 
often take for granted. She’s replicated a table’s surface 
stains out of paper, a mid-century Eames chair from drywall, 
a chandelier from wax, and a staircase out of soap. Many of 
her works change—through melting, dripping, or dissolv-
ing—so that the objects we expect to remain static are 
altered with each new encounter.

Stacy Fisher’s work is less representational than Faler’s or 
Linder’s, but her sly nod to furniture and function resonates 
through her choice of materials and installation. The wood 
grain, chains, framing devices, and pedestal-like compo-
nents of her pieces straddle the worlds of abstraction and 
representation. Her black and white objects, placed carefully 
on the floor, for instance, seem to represent a series of 
specific tools laid out in anticipation of a job, or a ritual 
considered for maximal impact. Although their shapes only 
allude to function and their materiality only tangentially 
implies use, Fisher works in an interesting space that 
inspires the viewer to think of abstraction and function 
concurrently.

Finally, Linder will present a large-scale drawing of  
the Gross Anatomy Lab’s office at the University of Buffalo.  
The office, full of furniture, shelves, family photographs,  
and stacks of papers, is a representational record drawn on 
a one-to-one scale. But it is not Linder’s intention to merely 
represent this private office, situated next to a lab full of 
cadavers. Instead, she uses its immediate familiarity and the 
banal setting to make the viewer stop for a moment and 
contemplate the complexity and variety in contemporary 
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life. The clutter reveals a fascinating mix of personal and 
institutional content. It is a portrait of the office’s inhabitant 
and a poignant portrayal of one way to manage death. The 
hundreds of thousands—perhaps millions—of tiny lines 
involved in creating such representation signifies the slow 
process through which Linder really examined, exposed, 
and analyzed her subject. 

Faler, Fisher, and Linder are fascinated by the white noise in 
our everyday lives—the functional objects, tools, and 
furniture with which we mindlessly interact. These three 
artists make us stop for a moment and contemplate the 
significance of the materials and forms that populate our 
existence.

Kim Faler lives and works in North Adams, MA. She 
received her BFA from Ohio Wesleyan University and her 
MFA from Cranbrook. In 2008 she received a Joan Mitchell 
Grant, and in 2009 she received a US Fulbright Scholarship 
to travel to Brazil. She has shown widely at venues in São 
Paulo, Philadelphia, Detroit, Omaha, and the Boston area. In 
2012, she is included in several important exhibitions 
including the deCordova Museum’s Biennial and the 
Invisible Cities exhibition at Mass MoCA.

Stacy Fisher lives and works in Brooklyn, NY. She received 
her BFA from Ohio State University. In the last two years 
alone, Fisher was included in fourteen group exhibitions and 
had a two-person exhibition at Cleopatra’s in Brooklyn. 
Exhibition venues in NYC include Horton Gallery, Heskin 
Contemporary, St. Cecilias, and Art Blog Art Blog. She has 
also shown in galleries outside of NY including Bucket Rider, 
Chicago, IL; Samson Projects, Boston, MA; and Mississippi 
State University. She is currently on residency at The 
Edward F. Albee Foundation.

Joan Linder lives and works in Buffalo, NY. In 2011, she 
showed at the Albright-Knox Museum, and she’s included in 
exhibitions at Winkleman Gallery, New York, NY; David Klein 
Gallery, Birmingham, MI; and The Everhart Museum, 
Scranton, PA. She has shown at other notable venues 
including Hallwalls Contemporary Art Center, Buffalo, NY; 
The Jewish Museum, Pittsburgh, PA; Weatherspoon 
Museum of Art, Greensboro, NC; Diverse Works, Houston, 
TX; The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield, CT; 
Queens Museum of Art, NY; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 
MA; and The Bronx Museum, NY. 
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